
Title: The Sufficiency of Christ

Text: Colossians 1:15-23


We are now three weeks into our series in the book of Colossians, walking through line 
by line in Paul’s letter to this church in the city of Colossae. The last two weeks have 
been introductory material and Paul’s extended prayer of thanksgiving for this church. 


Today’s text in chapter 1 starting in verse 15 is one of the dense, rich, beautiful, 
theological passages of our Bible. We know that all Scripture is equally inspired and we 
can’t really say that some Scripture is better than others. However, there are some 
chapters that just carry a weight and a beauty that draw the heart closer. We think of 
Romans 8, Isaiah 53, and Ephesians 2. I would say that today’s passage in Colossians 
1 belongs in that pantheon. 


And today we will really see the theme of “sufficiency” play out in the text. We have 
sung that “Christ is Enough,” and now we will hear that truth from The Word. 


I’m an NBA fan - I like basketball. If you follow basketball at all, you’ll know what I’m 
about to say about one of the biggest storylines over the last few years. I’ve been 
intrigued lately by Kevin Durant. Kevin Durant is one of the greatest players in the NBA, 
consistently mentioned in the top 5 every year. He’s almost 7 feet tall and can run/jump 
like a 6 foot tall guard. He can get a shot from anywhere on the floor. 


But what I heard this week on ESPN on one of the various debate shows really 
intrigued me. They were asking - “What will make Kevin Durant happy? What will be 
enough for Kevin Durant?” In case you don’t follow basketball, let me explain. 


Several years ago Kevin Durant played for the Oklahoma City Thunder. But every year 
they would get into the playoffs and get bounced out in the 2nd or 3rd round. People 
began to say, “Yea he’s a great player, but his legacy will not be cemented until he wins 
a championship.”


And so after being knocked out of the playoffs by the team with 73 wins - Kevin Durant 
left the Oklahoma City Thunder and joined the Golden State Warriors, the team that 
had just beaten him.
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But we all knew what he was doing. He wanted a championship so that people would 
stop saying “Yea he’s good, but he doesn’t have a ring.” And he thought that once he 
got a ring, it would be enough and he would be happy. 


Well, he did win a championship with the Warriors, quickly. But people close to Durant 
said that he felt empty in it. They even reported that he remarked after winning it, “is 
this it? I thought it would feel like more than this?” And to top it off, the media began to 
say things like, “this championship isn’t the same, it shouldn’t count as much because 
he joined a superteam that had already won a championship without him.” 


The next year went by and the Warriors won another championship, Kevin Durant won 
the Finals MVP. But reports were leaking out that he was on Twitter using anonymous 
accounts, defending his own honor (under a pseudonym) to fans debating whether 
Kevin Durant’s championships should count and whether it was a “weak move” to join 
the Warriors. 


This past season, rumors began to circulate that there was a rift between “the original 
Warriors” that built the team, and Kevin Durant. Kevin clearly looked unhappy and 
distant throughout the year but the Warriors just kept winning. In their playoff run a few 
months ago, he hurt his leg and had to sit out a series. The Warriors kept winning and 
looked good, and then the media began to say things like “The Warriors may be better 
without Kevin Durant, and don’t need him to win.” 


Well, as you know, the Toronto Raptors took on the Warriors in the finals and they 
exposed the weaknesses of the great Warriors. It was clear that the Warriors would not 
win this series unless Kevin Durant came back from injury to help them. And the 
opportunity raised its head for Kevin Durant. 


If he could come back from injury and beat the Raptors, it would be clear that the 
Warriors did need him. He would be the savior of the team. Well, he did come back and 
for the first quarter the Warriors looked amazing - but then Kevin Durant completely 
blew his achilles out. He wasn’t ready to return. 


He just signed a new deal with the Brooklyn Nets, but the question still remains, “What 
will be enough for Kevin Durant?” He’s a great player. He has championships. But there 
seems to be some itch that is never scratched. Everyone wishes him a speedy 
recovery and a great career in Brooklyn, but it just seems like nothing has been 
sufficient for him. 
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For something to be sufficient, it must be enough, satisfactory, acceptable, meeting the 
needs you have. 


Just because Kevin Durant is famous and talented doesn’t make him immune from the 
same concerns that plague us. We all look for that thing in our life that will be sufficient 
for our happiness, our contentment, our fulfillment. 


How often to we hear, “If I could just get that raise and move into the next income gap, 
it would be enough for me.” “If I could just get married, If I could just have children and 
a family, it would be enough for me.” “If I could just get the dream home or the dream 
car.” “If I could just get that degree.” “If I could just retire.” If I could just get my big 
break.” …. it would be enough. 


I know that I’m talking to three types of people today. First, those that are turning to 
every possible answer in life to find what is enough, what can deal with all your great 
needs, what can be the thing that saves you. You are probably tired of searching and 
plugging in variables to the equation of life, and you need a foundation. Second, those 
that outwardly say that Christ is sufficient, but practically live as if the answer is 
something other than Christ. Third, those that live by the truth that Christ is sufficient 
to address and fulfill every great need of our lives.  

I would like to make the case today that no matter what your need is - Christ is 
sufficient to satisfy it - and that He alone is able to satisfy. And if He is truly sufficient, 
let’s not turn anywhere else in our lives for meaning, purpose, joy, direction, 
affirmation, or redemption. Cling to Christ alone, because everything else is 
insufficient. 


(pray)


Look with me to the text of Scripture in Colossians 1:15 and we will read through 23. 


15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 
17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything 
he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross. 
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21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable 
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

Amen. I have two big reasons why Jesus Christ is absolutely sufficient for every 
possible need in your life…. the first: HE IS…..

1. PREEMINENT IN HIS POSITION. 

Another way to say this  - we are going to explore “Who He is.” Perhaps you are new to 
church or to Christianity - everyone talks a lot about Jesus but maybe He has never 
been explained to you. Here you go… buckle up.

Verse 15 is beautiful, but also the home to much controversy and abuse by cults, 
religions, and -isms. He, that is Jesus, is the image of the invisible God. The Greek 
behind “image” is the word “eikon.” 

This word has two connotations, first is representation and the second is manifestation. 
God the Father, who is invisible, who is Spirit, has been made visible to us in Christ. He 
represents God perfectly, and manifests God to us. Finite people are able to 
comprehend Almighty God, tangibly, through Jesus who walked among us 2000 years 
ago. 

This language should be familiar to you, because we are told that Adam and Eve and 
mankind is made in the image of God. That’s true, but because of the sin that they 
committed in the garden of Eden, that image has been distorted. I don’t think anyone in 
here would say, I am made in the image of God and I perfectly represent God and 
manifest Him to the world. In some ways, imperfectly, yes we do as Christians. But we 
are a smudged mirror, reflecting only part of God. 

Jesus - IS - the image. He is a perfect restoration of the failure of Adam and Eve. 

You may have wondered why God was so serious about His people never making a 
visual representation of Him. Even one of the 10 Commandments says - Do not make a 
graven image of God. No golden calf please - I don’t need it! 
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One day you will get the image of the invisible God and it will make much more sense 
than a golden calf. But do not try to give me an earthly representative symbol - I WILL 
SEND YOU ONE. And His name will be called Emmanuel - God with us. 

Everybody is looking to know God in their own way. The religious have their pillars and 
sacraments and codes. The cults have their founders and revelations and books. The 
spiritual have their experiences and their meditation and their feelings. But if you are 
seeking God today, if you want to know your Creator in truth - He has said “Jesus is my 
representation to you. Look no further.” And Jesus said “If you have seen Me, you have 
seen The Father.” 

Not only is Jesus the image of God, He’s also the firstborn of all creation. 

Now, if you keep up with the cults, you will know that this is a verse that several 
(including Jehovah’s Witnesses) will use and say AHA! There is is! Proof that Jesus is 
not an eternal God, but that He was created by God.

This is very important that we know how to answer this. There are two ways to answer 
this. 

First, is to clarify the meaning of the word “firstborn.” Every person reading this in 
ancient times would have known exactly what Paul meant. He was NOT talking about 
chronology, but rather position. What does that mean? 

In almost every ancient culture, there was a special privilege and position afforded to 
the firstborn son. This was often called “the birthright” or “the family blessing.” This 
firstborn son would be the patriarch of the family, and have first right of refusal of the 
family inheritance, especially in land and livestock. 

If you don’t believe me, think about the story in Genesis between Isaac’s two sons, 
Esau and Jacob. Though twins, Esau was born first and had the birthright. But if you 
remember the crazy story with Jacob stealing the birthright through the bowl of stew 
trade, and then dressing up like Esau and tricking the father into giving the blessing… 
you’ll remember that Jacob ended up with the status of “firstborn,” though he was 
actually born second. 

This is what Paul means when he says that Jesus is the firstborn of all creation. 
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He is God’s Son of privilege and position and inheritance. Jesus has ownership and 
authority and judicial reign over the earth. And as we are adopted into God’s family, yes 
we become children of God, but Jesus always retains the title of the firstborn. 

This does not mean that He was created first. It has nothing to do with being created. 
Psalm 89:27 says that King David is the firstborn King of Israel. Nobody reads that and 
thinks that David was the first created king. We know that Saul was the first king. But it 
obviously means that David is the king of position and rank throughout the history of 
Israel. He is like the ancient firstborn. 

And the context is actually the second way to dispute the claim that Jesus was created. 

Look at Verses 16-17 - 
16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

Look at what Paul is saying. Not only is Jesus not created by God like everyone else. 
He is the agent by which all things were created! 

Remember what Paul was dealing with in Colossae - there were many heresies making 
the rounds. Places like Colossae and Ephesus were melting pots of Greek, Roman, and 
Jewish religious syncretism. Some said matter is inherently evil. Some said that the 
angels and demons and gods were at war with one another and were all equal in power. 
Some thought that the real powerful entities were in the skies or in the underworld. 

Paul just cuts through it all and essentially says, “my God is bigger than yours.” By 
Jesus, all things were created - heaven? yep. earth? yep. Visible or invisible. Powerful 
or not. Evil or good. Everything that exists, does so at His pleasure and at His 
command. 

Jesus stands alone with unrivaled, unmatched authority and power. He pre-exists and 
predates everything you think is an authority in your life. Before Abraham was, I AM. In 
the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God and the Word was God. For from 
Him and to Him and through Him are all things - to Him be the glory forever AMEN. 
Case closed. 

Jesus is completely preeminent in creation.
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If you are giving any created thing the preeminence in your life, I can assure you that it 
is not sufficient for you. Nothing has the resume of Jesus Christ to be sufficient in your 
life. Your money, your plans, your hopes and dreams, your family, your comforts - 
NOTHING can equal Jesus… the image of the invisible God… the firstborn of 
creation… He who made all things and holds all things together. 

Jesus is preeminent in His position in Creation. He is also preeminent in His position in 
the church… look at verse 18..

18 And he is the head of the body, the church.

In case there was any doubt about the ultimate leader of the church, Paul tells us it is 
Jesus. The head tells the body where it is to go - and so in the life of the church - Jesus 
gives us direction and vision in what we are supposed to be doing. 

And so some of you may be thinking, “Well then pastor, what are you supposed to do?” 

One of my roles is to ensure and enforce that every aspect of our church life is in 
alignment with Jesus. Peter says in 1 Peter 5 that I am to shepherd the flock of God 
until the Chief Shepherd appears, and then my work is done. When Jesus comes back, 
I will be officially unemployed, and that’s OK because He owns the body. I am a 
temporary shepherd charged with your care, and with ensuring that this body walks in 
alignment with the vision Christ gave us. 

But make no mistake, Christ is the head of the church. 

And one more area of His preeminence extends to the future. He is preeminent over the 
things to come. Listen to v18-19

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

Paul is coming full circle here. Not only is Jesus the Creator at the beginning, not only is 
He the restoration of the broken image of God, marred by Adam’s sin…. He is also the 
one leading the charge toward the new creation. Where do I see that? Look at the end 
of v18. 
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There’s that word, firstborn, again. He is the firstborn from the dead. Paul is talking 
about the resurrection of the body. Of all those that taste death… one has resurrected 
never to die again - and that is Christ. 

Jesus set the pattern for what all believers can expect. Like Christ, we too will die 
(unless He returns first). And then when Christ returns, we will be raised just like He was 
and given a resurrected body just like He was - never to die again - just like Him. He 
initiated the pattern. He is the groundbreaker of resurrection. He is the firstborn from the 
dead. 

And Paul says, “that in everything He might be preeminent.” Jesus is preeminent in 
creation, preeminent in the church, and preeminent in the things to come. 

Is anyone else able to hold such titles? Is anything else worthy of such praise? Is any 
element of your life able to stack up to that? And yet, how often to we give something 
else the preeminence. How often do we have to reorient our lives to put Jesus back on 
the throne?

God’s Word challenges you today - stop giving other things the position of preeminence 
in your life. It is not sufficient to bear that weight. It is not sufficient to carry that load. No 
person, no item, no success can satisfy you greatest needs. Only Christ is sufficient. 

We know this is true because of the preeminence of His position, that is, Who He is. But 
we also know this because of what He’s done. Look with me to verses 20-22 as we see 
the next point in the text. 

20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his cross. 

21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him,

Christ is sufficient for you and your life, secondly, because He is…

2. WORTHY IN HIS WAYS. 

First we talked about who He is, now onto what He’s done. 
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I want to make sure that you understand the difference between who He is and what 
He’s done, because having both increases the worthiness of Jesus. 

For example, imagine a King of a nation that was of the royal bloodline, was handsome, 
was in charge of the entire kingdom - but never left the palace to help the people. He 
never went out to battle. He never tried to help the nation in any way. You would begin 
to question that king. Even though he had the position, he never did anything to earn 
respect. 

This is why it’s important to show that Jesus - though He was the ultimate King of power 
and privilege - ALSO left His throne - got His hands dirty - and acted on behalf of His 
people. He is not just a figurehead. He is worthy because of His actions. 

Well what has He done? I want you to note that the word “reconcile” is mentioned twice 
by Paul in this passage. Reconciliation is going to be the key word that is used to 
describe the work of Christ. SO now we have to ask “who is Jesus reconciling, why is 
He reconciling, and how is He reconciling?”

Who? 
V21 tells us - “You once alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds…” Wow, that’s 
the pick-me-up you didn’t know you needed today! That’s the description of us before 
we met Christ. Alienated with a hostile mind and doing evil deeds. Congratulations, 
that’s you. 

You want one distinctive of biblical Christianity that flies in the face of our modern era, 
and most every other religion? It’s that, apart from a work of the Holy Spirit, you are not 
a good righteous person. You are not born good. You aren’t even born morally neutral. 
You are born under the curse, and therefore a sinner. Again, this is distinctly Christian 
talk. Secularists and Buddhists and Spiritual-but-not-religious people don’t believe this 
and will push back on you when you say that we are born dead in our sin and 
trespasses. 

Ephesians 2 corroborates this…listen..Paul is speaking of us before we met Christ..
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, like the rest of mankind
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That’s a grim diagnosis…. and you’re probably thinking - “OK Jared why are you going 
to such detail in telling me how sinful I am?” I’m doing this because it affects what you 
believe about the reason Jesus came for you. 

Jesus did not come to make good people better. Jesus did not come to get you over the 
hump of morality. Jesus did not come to be the cherry-on-top of your life. Jesus came to 
breathe life into a corpse and raise the dead to life, and fundamentally change your 
nature. 

This is important because, as a chief reconciler, Jesus did more than introduce already-
decent people to God. He reconciled a broken relationship between a sinner and a holy 
God. 

Imagine if I walked into the US House of Representatives tomorrow, and when I walked 
out - the democrats and republicans were linked arm-in-arm and singing God Bless 
America and talking about all the legislation they wanted to pass together. 

Here’s the reality - however improbable you find that scenario - it is an infinitely bigger 
accomplishment to reconcile a sinner to a holy God than to reconcile a republican and a 
democrat. 

Why did He do this? 
The end of v22 says that His goal is to present you holy and blameless before Him. 

Here’s the missionary heart of God again…. God the Father commissioned God the 
Son to go and redeem a people to Himself that would be His treasured possession for 
eternity. Before time began, God called you out by name and set His love upon you - 
and at the appointed hour - sent Jesus in the world to purchase your salvation with His 
blood. The Father appointed it, the Son Accomplished it, and the Spirit applies it. 

You who were once far off, you have been brought near by the blood of Jesus. 

And v20 tells us how Jesus did this…. He made peace by the blood of His cross. 

This is why the details matter. God doesn’t just “not prefer” sin. He doesn’t just say, “It’s 
not the best for you.” God hates sin. Listen, some preachers will never ever say this 
clearly to you - but God has wrath stored up against sin. 
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Standing before God based upon your own good deeds and your own merit…. It’s like 
standing in front of the Hoover Dam, expecting to be able to handle the water when the 
dam disappears. God’s intent is to pour out His wrath upon sin and end it in the 
judgment. 

Now here’s the good news - If you have trusted in Jesus Christ by faith - He went in as 
a substitute on your behalf and took every ounce of God’s wrath. When Jesus hung 
there on the cross - your sin debt was transferred to Him - and there He absorbed all of 
God’s hatred toward your sin - diverting it from you and taking it upon Himself.

Here’s where the reconciliation comes in - IF you are in Christ - Then all of God’s wrath 
and hatred toward your sin has been satisfied by Christ. You and God are reconciled. 
Your guilt is gone. Your shame is gone. You can know and experience and connect with 
your God. 

Jesus did that. He did that for you. 
Because of what Jesus has done, He is infinitely worthy of our worship. Nobody else 
could come close to doing what He did for you. 

And because He is worthy in His ways, and because He is preeminent in His position - 
He stands alone as sufficient. There is no area of your life that He can not handle.

Since Christ is truly sufficient for our lives, let’s not turn anywhere else for meaning, 
purpose, joy, direction, affirmation, or redemption. Cling to Christ. If anything else is on 
the throne of your life - tear it away today. If any other god or idol is receiving undue 
worth from you - redirect your worship to Christ. 

Christ is enough for me. Everything I need is in you. Everything I need. 

(pray)
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