
Title: Preparing for a Movement of God

Text: Acts 1:1-8


Good morning everyone. It is an exciting day in the life of our church. 


I want to let you know that today in my message I hope to accomplish two primary 
goals. First, I will be introducing a new series in the book of Acts that will carry us 
through the end of November until we dedicate a few messages to the Christmas 
season. Secondly, I am rolling out the newly packaged vision and mission statement of 
our church today. It just so happens that chapter 1 of the book of Acts is able to 
perfectly accommodate both of those objectives.


Let me set this up with how the Lord spoke to my heart this week. 


I have been thinking and praying about our direction as a church a lot lately. As we 
have gotten to know each other since I arrived in May, that direction has become more 
clear, but I still felt like I didn’t quite have the vision for us. 


The vision for a church, in my opinion, has to have two major components. First it must 
be aspirational. It must be beyond where we currently are, and must stretch us 
beyond our capacity. It must be something to which we can aspire. But secondly it 
must be realistic. We can aspire to “end all poverty,” but that’s not very realistic. It 
must be genuine to the DNA of our church and the actual people that attend here. 
There’s a reason that I did not implement this vision in the first week I was in Texas, 
because you as a church have a history and a personality that I needed to learn. 


And so I do believe that I have arrived at the intersection of reality and aspiration. I feel 
confident in this new direction because The Lord gave it to me this week as I studied 
Acts 1 and asked this very question - “Lord, what is your enlarged vision for this 
church, and what is standing in our way of pursuing your mission?” 


Within 10 seconds of silence, I picked up a pen and wrote three statements that had 
shot through my mind like lightning. I had the vision. The next day I opened the text 
again and realized that what I had written down were not only three statements 
describing what our church is to be - but it also is the outline for today’s message. And 
not only is it the vision and the outline - it’s how we will accomplish our mission. 
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As we look at the book of Acts, we see the closest followers of Jesus trying to learn 
what the new normal would look like. In case you’re new to the Bible - you need to 
know that the gospel of Luke is part 1 to the story of Jesus, and the book of Acts is 
part 2. Jesus Christ came to the earth to live among sinners (like you and me) for the 
purpose of saving us from our sin. He gathered 12 men and made them into disciples 
to assist Him in His earthly ministry and to train them for His eventual departure. They 
followed Him everywhere and learned as much from Him as possible in three years of 
public ministry. 


Jesus would then be arrested by the Jews (His own people) on charges of blasphemy, 
handed over to the Romans, and subsequently crucified. Three days later He was 
resurrected from death under His own power. 


Jesus’ disciples went from enjoying incredible personal teaching and observing 
miracles with Jesus, to mourning His death and reevaluating their lives, to the 
incredible shock that He was alive. To add to their confusion - Jesus told them 
repeatedly throughout the gospels that they would suffer for His namesake and that a 
promised Helper would come and strengthen them.


It is in this period of asking, “what do we do now?” that the book of Acts begins. It is 
this transitional period from the ministry of Jesus to the ministry of His disciples that 
characterizes the book of Acts. That’s why it’s called “The Acts (or actions) of the 
Apostles” in most Bibles. 


And church - we too find ourselves in a time of transition. I don’t know if many of you 
can sense it, but I believe that a movement of God is coming to this church. I believe 
that there are a few embers that are about to spark a fire, and that God is about to get 
ahold of this church and use us for His glory. And I am calling on us today to prepare to 
catch fire - to prepare for a movement of God. Yes, you can prepare. 


There are certain ways to prepare for starting a fire. Let’s say that you and a couple of 
friends are out camping in the woods. You park your truck at the trailhead and walk 
about a half-mile away to the place where you decide you’ll settle in and make camp 
for the night. It’s about time to get the fire going for dinner, and you realize that you 
forgot the matches in the truck. So your friend says, “no problem, I’ll walk back and get 
the matches, you go ahead and get everything else ready for the fire.” 
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What do you do? You might collect larger pieces of wood for fuel and set them up in a 
certain formation. You may look for small sticks, or brush, or moss to use as a fire 
starter. You might form a safe circular pit near a flat area, and surround it with rocks, 
removing any unnecessary brush. You are looking for everything to be dry, and you 
prefer wood that has been dead a while so that the fire catches quickly. 


You prepare - so that when your friend returns with matches - when the flame comes - 
the fire will spread effectively.


And that’s what we need to do church. We need to prepare for the fire. We cannot 
create the fire, that’s God’s work and we can’t manipulate God. Though we can not 
control God’s activity and we can not create a spiritual movement, we can strive to be 
a church with conditions that are conducive to the power of God working through 
us. We can be ready when the flame comes, so that we can receive power for the 
mission. 


As you hear this message from Acts 1 today, I want to offer you three statements that 
must be true of Calvary Hills Baptist Church as a whole. These three statements are 
the vision, the preferred picture, of what we must be. And then, and only then, once we 
are living out the vision - we can accomplish the mission that God has given us. 


Pray with me and for me as we look to the Word. (pray)


If you would turn to Acts 1. We will read 1-8 for a full picture of the context. As you turn 
I will tell you that the author of this book is Luke, a Gentile doctor that Paul met on his 
missionary journeys. Luke is widely noted as an excellent historian and he likely did 
much journalistic work to get this information. 


You’ll notice that he addresses the book to a Theophilus in verse 1.This could be a 
general word that means Lover of God, but most scholars agree that Theophilus is 
likely a proper name of a wealthy man who commissioned Luke to record a history of 
the Christian story. Acts was probably written and completed in the 60s AD, certainly 
before the death of Paul and the destruction of the Jewish temple, because neither are 
recorded in Acts. 


So in short, Acts is a history of the early church while the Apostles were still alive. 


Now, let’s read. Acts 1:1.
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In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5  for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.” 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Amen. 


As you read this text, I want you to read it culminating in Acts 1:8. Acts 1:8 by most 
standards is the theme verse for the book of Acts, as well as the book outline. The 
gospel spreads to Jerusalem in chapters 1-7, to Judea/Samaria in chapters 8-12, and 
out to the broader Gentile world in chapters 13-28. 


Now, in order to get to Acts 1:8 (bearing witness to Christ in the world), there were 
some preparations that had to occur. There were some prerequisites to the mission 
being enabled. And the same is true for us, church. 


We cannot simply decide to be “on mission.” We cannot summon the power or the 
gumption or the energy to catch fire for Christ and go share the gospel in this world. If 
you do, it will last a month and then you will settle back down to reality. Church 
attendees that are largely shuffling through the motions, and checking their boxes, and 
fulfilling cultural expectations will not sufficiently and sustainably engage the mission of 
Christ. I did not just fall off the turnip wagon yesterday - trust me on this. 


And so I want to propose three statements that must be true of this church if we want 
to accomplish the mission. 


1. WE MUST TREASURE THE WORD OF GOD. 
Look back at v4-5. 


4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5  for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.” 
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You may want to make special note of the phrases - “He ordered them,” “The promise of 
the Father,” and “You heard from me.” These are all different ways of saying the same 
thing - Jesus expected that these disciples to know and do what God already said to do. 

Jesus orders them to remain in Jerusalem. That’s a command from the mouth of Jesus. 
“Don’t go back home to Galilee, stay here and wait.” What were they to wait on? A 
promise from the Father, that was voiced by Jesus early in the gospels (Matt. 3:11) that 
an empowering from the Spirit was coming. So Jesus voiced it in His earthly ministry, 
but we are told that this was actually already promised by the Father. 

Where? Where in the Old Testament did God promise the Spirit like this?

How about Jeremiah 31:31?
31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made 
with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 
33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people

How about Ezekiel 36:24?
24 I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you 
into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all 
your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a 
new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 28 You shall dwell in 
the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.

These promises were made by the Father - and Jesus comes saying - John immersed 
you with water but I’m about to immerse you with the Spirit, in the New Covenant in my 
blood. 

What are we saying? That before Jesus gave them the new plan, He wanted to see that 
they were obedient to the Word that they already had. He wanted to see that they knew 
the song - “trust and obey.” He wanted see that they treasured the existing promises 
and Words of the Father, and His own Words. 

The most foundational thing that we can do (as a church) to prepare for the flames of 
God’s mission is to treasure the Word of God. 

�5



I mean, at every level there is a reverence, a respect, an awe, an expectation, a sense 
of beauty toward the Word of God. When I open it and preach - I want to see people 
hungry for what the God of the universe is about to say. When we open it in small group 
Bible studies - I want to see an eagerness to hear from The Lord or to learn something 
new about Him or to worship Him through study. When you open it in your private lives, 
it’s a meaningful time. 

If we are going to be a church on mission - we cannot just mechanically read the Word. 
We must treasure it. I’m talking about that Psalm that says “How sweet are your words 
to my taste, sweeter than honey.” I’m talking about God’s Word being the Bread of Life 
that sustains us. I’m talking about a treasure that you find in a field, worth selling 
everything you have for it. 

Churches that experience great revivals always do so because there is a renewed 
emphasis on the Word of God. And likewise when the Word is diminished - both Spirit 
and truth dry up. 

I think about the great Reformation of the Protestant church brought on by Martin 
Luther. Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone was the battle cry of the Reformation as the 
Bible was being translated into the languages of the people, rather than Latin, which 
only the Catholic priests knew. With the recovery of The Word came the recovery of the 
doctrine of salvation by grace through faith. With the recovery of the Word came a 
renaissance of missions sending. 

I see a future where everyone in this church treasures The Word of God. To preach from 
anything else would be an offense, a waste of time. We will always have a high view of 
the authority and the sufficiency of Scripture - and we need to do ministry like we 
believe it. 

When we treasure the Word, we open ourselves up to revival. We open ourselves up to 
hearing the voice of God. His written Word is the primary way in which God 
communicates with us today. When we read and study Scripture, it is as if God is 
actually speaking audibly to us. 

If God wants to get ahold of this congregation - He will do so by His Word gripping us to 
our core. We need to be ready for that. 
We need to be a church that treasures the Word of God. Next, as Calvary Hills prepares 
for a move of God, we must…
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2. TRAIN THE PEOPLE OF GOD. 

Look with me to Acts 1:3 - Luke writes…
 3 He [Jesus] presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

 
So, let’s back up for some context. Jesus had spent around three and a half years with 
His 12 disciples, every waking moment. They watched Him preach every message. 
They watched Him perform every miracle. They were privy to private discussions with 
Jesus wherein He would explain and interpret His parables to them. They had special 
moments of prayer and unique moments like the mount of transfiguration.
 
Then after Jesus is crucified and resurrected, Luke tells us that Jesus made regular 
appearances in His resurrected body to his disciples - continuing to teach them for forty 
more days about the Kingdom of God - undoubtedly in light of the new information that 
had transpired in the resurrection. 

So to condense my point… from the moment Jesus said “follow me and I will make you 
fishers of men,” to the moment when He commissioned them and ascended to heaven - 
the disciples were in a constant state of training and preparation. In other words - Jesus 
believes in training. 

It is a biblical thing for unknowledgeable people to attach themselves to, and sit at the 
feet of knowledgeable people. The core of the call to discipleship is training. 
Discipleship is just the combination of training and modeling. So any church that wants 
to participate in the mission of God must be dedicated to being trained. 

I am concerned that within evangelicalism, there is an active anti-intelligence movement 
going on. Pastors and teachers were once lauded for being knowledgable and trained, 
but now are praised for being dynamic and relatable. Pastors were once chosen for 
their ability to handle the text and present a logical and rational presentation of the faith 
- but now there is an overabundance of relatable “dudes” that string together a 
sequence of inspirational catchphrases and call it a sermon. 

But when life punches you in the face, you don’t fall back on your inspirational 
catchphrases - you fall back on your training. 
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I want to see a church full of trained people, training people for ministry. I want to see an 
intergenerational web of connections forming within our church body. I want to hear that 
people were meeting each other at their homes, or out for dinner, or out for coffee - 
spurring each other on to deeper faith. I want to see our most knowledgable people 
actually teaching classes, not sitting on the sidelines. 

If a guest wants to know how to be saved, or if someone wants to be discipled, I want to 
have to think through 100 names of potential members I could safely pass them off to. 

If someone says - I think we need to go on a mission trip - I don’t want to be the only 
person that knows how to created a partnership with a missionary and execute a trip. 

If someone says - There seems to be a need for a new church to be started in XYZ part 
of town (how this church was started, by the way), I want to be able to say - No problem 
- we know what church planting is and how to do it. 

I’d love to see us providing some sort of in-house answer to the gap between Sunday 
School and seminary, whatever that looks like. Something where your education doesn’t 
end when you become a teacher. Perhaps the Lord would grant us a residency program 
for church planters or hispanic pastors. I don’t know, but we can dream big. 

I envision a day when the phrase, “we don’t know how to do that because we’ve never 
done it before” becomes extinct. We need to take on a culture of excellence, and 
learning, and training for ministry. 

Just because The Lord spoke through Balaam’s donkey once, doesn’t mean that this is 
the normal way that He wants to reach the world. When I started to express my call to 
ministry to my Dad, he told me “a call to serve is a call to prepare.” It’s true for 
preachers and it’s true for church members looking to engage the mission of God. 

Trying to engage the mission of God without training is like trying to eat a porterhouse 
steak with a plastic fork and knife. It’s better than chopsticks’, but it’s much harder than 
it needs to be. 

I want our church to be known as a training church. There should be something for you - 
whether you’re barely understanding the gospel - or whether God has called you to go 
out from us and take 50 people and plant a new church. 
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When the fires of God’s movement fall upon us as a church, we will be much more 
dangerous if we are all trained and ready to serve. 

We need to be a church that Treasures the Word of God, that Trains the people of God, 
and lastly…. we must…

3. TRUST THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 

Now look to verses 6-8 in our passage. 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that 
the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

In the final moments before Jesus literally took off, the disciples asked one final 
question, after everything…. Is it time for Israel to be restored? You have to remember 
that though Israel was operational, they were very much under Roman control and this 
was what everyone had hoped Jesus would accomplish - the establishment of a 
sovereign national Israel in a literal plot of land. 

Jesus, in His response really makes two corrections to the disciple’s question. First was 
the issue of time. They wanted to know when Israel was going to get back on top and 
Jesus said, “first of all you can’t know everything, and one of those things you can’t 
know is when God is going to work.” You can’t know when Jesus is coming back. There 
are certain things that you just can’t know. This is why Christians are to live every day 
as if He could return immediately. 

The second correction often goes unnoticed, but Jesus corrects the scope of their 
question. They wanted to know when Israel (as they read about in David and Solomon’s 
day) would be restored. But we Jesus effectively saying, “You guys have no idea what’s 
about to happen do you? You’re thinking too small. Your vision is for Israel. I’m about to 
show you what it means when I say my glory will fill the earth. It’s Jerusalem first, but 
there will be a day when my name is on the lips of the Africans, and Europeans, and the 
Asians, and the Americans. You’re worried about Israel? Just wait and see what I’m 
about to do. 
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And if you look at the beginning of v8 - I want to focus on that phrase - “but you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” 

Throughout the years, many scholars have noted that the book of Acts should be 
changed from “Acts of the Apostles” to “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” This is because a major 
theme of Acts is that the Spirit is empowering everything that we read on the pages of 
Scripture. When Peter stands up to preach, he does so in the power of the Spirit. When 
Stephen makes his last stand and is martyred, he does so “in the spirit.” When Paul and 
Barnabas are sent on their first missionary journey across the world - we are told that 
the church in Antioch was worshipping the Lord, and THE SPIRIT SAID, “set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” And the church 
responded.

I would love to be a church where people would say - the Spirit of God rests on that 
church. That is a Spirit-filled church. You can sense it in the worship. You can sense it in 
the preaching. You can sense it in the way we operate. You can sense it in the unified 
bond of peace among us. 

And most of all, when the Spirit does speak to us as a body - we listen and we trust Him 
and step out in faith and act.

A church that trusts the Spirit will exhibit Christ-likeness in their walk with the Lord. We 
will display fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, kindness, goodness, self-
control, a love for the Scripture, a meaningful and powerful prayer life, a culture of 
worship, and souls being saved as people are drawn to the presence of God among us. 
We will know and do the will of God in lock-step as a body. 

And perhaps most of all we will understand that trusting the Spirit means that we do not 
trust ourselves nor our efforts to bring about the Kingdom of God or the growth of this 
church. 

Jesus told them, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, AND 
you will be my witnesses. The force of that statement is really “and THEN you will be my 
witnesses.” In other words, the order is important. You must be filled with the Spirit in 
order to be a witness of Christ. And we know that this is exactly how the story plays out 
- the disciples sat in a room for 10 days and waited. And only after the Spirit fell upon 
them at Pentecost did they become witnesses for Christ. 
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I recognize that Pentecost is a unique event. But I still think there is something for us. 
You need the power of the Spirit to be a witness, to go and proclaim Christ, to proclaim 
the gospel, to represent Christ as His ambassador in the world. You cannot, and more 
importantly you WILL NOT do that apart from the power of the Holy Spirit. To be a 
witness requires a fundamental trust in The Spirit of God to do work that only He can 
do. 

And furthermore, any church that experiences growth apart from The Spirit of God is a 
false church built on the flesh. Let’s get to the place where we say, “Unless God builds 
the house, the builders labor in vain.” 

You now know the vision of our church. And this will be our benchmark until we either 
attain it, or God gives us a different assignment. But If you are a part of the true 
believing church that calls itself Calvary Hills Baptist - I am asking that you own these 
three vision aspirations and pursue them (personally and corporately). 
1. We will be a church that treasures the Word of God. 
2. We will be a church that trains the people of God for ministry. 
3. We will be a church that trusts and follows the leadership of The Spirit of God. 

That being said - when those things are true - we can get to the “so that.” We arrive at 
the “and then.” When these three things are true - we are ready for the movement of 
God. We are ready for the fires of revival. When the breath of the Spirit blows on us - 
our sails are raised and ready. 

And so in the Spirit of Acts 1:8…. our mission is this - 

To boldly proclaim Christ and represent Him in this world. 

Church, I am asking you to adopt this as our new mission statement and that every 
committee and team and ministry of this church find themselves in alignment. 

So, in many ways, the vision that I have presented is internal to the church. Only 
Christians can treasure the Word. Only Christians can train disciples for ministry. Only 
Christians can trust the leadership of the Spirit. Our vision is a picture of what the 
church should look like. 
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And our mission is our responsibility and our calling to affect change in this world for the 
cause of Christ and for the spread of the gospel - so that more and more people in our 
lives, and in our community, and in our world - CAN treasure the Word, and CAN 
receive training for ministry, and CAN trust in the Spirit. 

We have to know who we are before we know what we can do. 

We can not control God. We can not manipulate His work or His activity among us. We 
can not create a spiritual movement solely by adopting the practices of larger churches 
or of business principles. But we can strive to be a church with spiritual conditions that 
are conducive to the power of God working through us. We can be an honorable vessel 
ready for His use. 

I don’t know when the fire of God will catch here at Calvary Hills, and I can’t know. I 
don’t know when or if we will be able to look at ourselves and say, “we are a church on 
fire.” But I do know that if we treasure, and train, and trust….. when the power of the 
Spirit comes - we will boldly proclaim Christ - and we will represent Him in this world. 

And we will see new faces from our community that once cursed the name of Christ 
treasure His Word. We will see those once apathetic to the gospel desire training in 
discipleship. We will see those that were once running from God put their trust in the 
leadership of the Spirit. And then… we will really be a church on fire. 

Let it be, Lord. 

(pray)
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