
Title: Gospel Wuz Here

Text: Colossians 1:1-8


Good morning everyone. It’s an exciting day because we are starting a new series 
today in the book of Colossians. Feel free to go ahead and turn there in your Bibles. It’s 
a short letter in the New Testament, so if you’re new to using a Bible, that means you 
can start looking around 3/4 of the way through the Bible. Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians… and Colossians. 


You will also note that in your bulletin today is a purple colored insert. Not only will that 
contain the outline notes for you for today - but I also included a “fast fact” sheet on 
the other side that you can keep with your notes or use as a bookmark throughout this 
series to always have. This will have a few helpful pieces of information on the book of 
Colossians.


Since we are going to be in this book until late August, early September…. I am going 
to spend my entire first point today giving you the background and context of this 
book. I’ve tried before to squeeze a series intro into the sermon intro, and it never 
worked for me. So if you’ll notice on your outline - point 1 today is really just the series 
introduction, and then points 2 and 3 will resume the preaching of the text. 


I have no idea if the reference I’m about to make will land, but I still think I can explain it 
if it doesn’t. When I was a young whipper snapper, playing around the neighborhood 
with friends, or at school, or just out and about town - we would often see some sort of 
phrase scratched into a tree, or written on a desk, or grafitti’d on a wall. And it was 
very simple. It was the name of the artist, with the two words “wuz here” following. For 
example, “Jared wuz here.” And maybe it was only in Central Florida…. but the word 
“was” was always spelled “W-U-Z.” I guess that made the vandalism feel more 
rebellious. 


I don’t know if this caught on in other areas of the country or not, but it was everywhere 
in Central Florida. Kids and teens apparently wanted the world to know that they had 
been wherever they had been (not that anyone would know your name). 
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I tried to research the beginnings of that behavior, and I did find something interesting 
that I did not know - that the origin of the behavior goes back to WW2… where soldiers 
wrote “Killroy was here.” This one even had a little doodle of a man peering over a wall 
that accompanied the phrase. (see pic)


All of this came to my mind as I was reading through Colossians 1 and asking God 
what He wanted me to say to you today in this introductory message. Because the big 
theme I see in Colossians 1 is that Paul is giving a prayer of thanksgiving to God that 
the gospel had been received in the Colossian church, and that they acted like it. Paul, 
who had never visited Colossae, was pleased at the report that he received… that the 
gospel had been there and was showing fruit in the people of the church. 


And so I’ve kept this theme going and titled the message today “Gospel wuz here.” 


If the gospel was here and somehow chalked its name up on our walls as a sign of its 
presence among us, what would it look like? If a church had received the gospel, what 
would they do? How would they act? 


That’s what I want to look at today…. what would it look like if the gospel of Jesus 
Christ was here. What Paul prayed for the Colossian church is what we should 
pray for ourselves. May we be a church known for the gospel, as well as the 
results of having had the gospel. 


Let’ pray before we look at the Word. (pray)


I told you that I intend to preach every word of this book, and that has not changed. 
Look with me to Colossians 1:1-2 for our introduction. 


“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the 
saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father.”

1. INTRODUCTION

I want to present this material in such a way that even if you’ve never set foot in church 
until today, you can know what Colossians is. A lot of times we assume that church 
people know, but we don’t really know either. 
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Jesus, the main character, the hero of the Bible died on the cross and rose again from 
the dead. He had 12 men plus a cloud of about 100 more that followed Him around 
(called disciples) that Jesus commissioned to carry on the teaching and preaching 
legacy that He started. These were all Jewish men and women, so naturally they started 
by preaching to other Jews, challenging them to believe on Jesus. Many did. Many did 
not. Persecution came and scattered some believers out across the Roman Empire into 
the Gentile world, taking the gospel (the message of Jesus’ salvation) with them. 

These scattered “Jesus followers” began to find one another and gather together to 
study the teachings of their faith, appoint elders, sing songs, make disciples, and 
encourage one another to persevere in a hostile culture. These little gatherings are what 
we call “churches.” 

Still, most of the original disciples of Jesus preferred Jewish ministry and stayed closer 
to home. So one day, God chose a Jewish Pharisee, a brilliant man, who happened to 
hate Christians at the time - to be a preacher to the Gentile world all over the empire. 
Jesus appeared to this man directly, and commissioned him for ministry. This was the 
Apostle Paul, who would be one of the greatest church planters ever, as well as the 
author of many of our books in the New Testament. 

Paul became dead set on getting the gospel into places where it was not heard. He 
travelled on mission trips around the empire, from Antioch, to Galatia, to Ephesus, to 
Philippi, to Corinth, to Athens, and back to Jerusalem. He was often in trouble because 
of his preaching - put in jail and on house arrest several times. 

Paul would travel with a group of ministry companions as well, like Jesus did. His right 
hand man was a young gun named Timothy. Other names you’ll hear in his letters are 
Luke, John Mark, Barnabus, Silas, Titus, and Epaphras among others. 

And so how did the church in Colossae get started? Well, most scholars agree that 
while Paul was in his 3 year ministry in Ephesus (100 miles from Colossae), that one of 
his companions named Epaphras made the 100 mile journey inland and started this 
church and became their pastor.  
Time passed, and Paul (who was in prison at the time) asked his friend Epaphras for a 
report on the church he planted in Colossae. Epaphras gave Paul the report, and then 
Paul sent a response letter to encourage the Colossian church based on the report he 
received from Epaphras. 
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Colossians, is that response letter from Paul to the church that Epaphras planted.

So, what do you need to know about the Colossian church? 

First of all  - this seems to be a good church that’s basically healthy. There are really two 
“problem churches" that Paul deals with - and that’s “Galatians and Corinthians.” The 
Colossians have received the gospel and are trying to live by it. The report from 
Epaphras was mainly positive. So in this letter you will see that Paul is able to 
encourage the church to press on in maturity and growth, because they already have a 
good foundation laid. 

But there is a concern that pervades this letter. You can tell that Paul has learned of the 
potential of some false teachings swirling around the Colossian church, and he 
addresses them in the letter without giving it a clear definition. And so with everything 
Paul says in this letter, I want you to read it with a tinge of a corrective tone. When he 
launches into the beautiful - “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation…” passage. Don’t just read it and say, “wow that’s a powerful passage about 
Jesus.” I want you to also think - “I wonder what was occurring at Colossae that made 
Paul say that to them.” 

Scholars are divided on what exactly the heresy brewing at this church was. We know 
pieces of it, but there’s just not a single name for it. We know that there is an element of 
philosophy and touting “higher knowledge” connecting to salvation that concerned Paul. 
We know that there was an element of rigid behavior codes connected to salvation that 
concerned Paul. And we know that there was an element of Angel worship that 
concerned Paul. We will see all this later in the letter as he systematically addresses 
them. 

But as I tried to draw a lasso around what I think Paul is saying to the Colossians - I was 
drawn to the word, “Sufficient.” Jesus is sufficient. You don’t need special secretly 
revealed high knowledge to be saved. You don’t need to follow an extra set of religious 
behaviors to be saved. You don’t need the assistance of angels to add power to your life 
or to assist your prayers to crack the dome of heaven. Jesus is sufficient. He is all you 
need. And He is better. And in my scholarly opinion, that’s what Colossians is about. 

So… that’s the book at 36,000 feet. Back to sea level. 
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If you look at verse 1, you see the basics. Paul is the author. Timothy is with him, 
probably assisting in recording the letter. He is writing to the saints and faithful brothers 
- that just means the Christians in the church at Colossae. Grace and peace to you (a 
classic Pauline opening, you’ll see that in many of his letters). 

Now, let’s get to the content. Read v3-8 with me. 

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 
4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the 
saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in 
the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world 
it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it 
and understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our 
beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 8 and has made 
known to us your love in the Spirit.

In verse 5, you’ll see the word gospel. If you are a Bible circler, I’d circle that word 
because it’s really what the passage is about. Paul is thankful that the gospel has been 
received and taken root in the church. The rest of the passage is really what that looks 
like. 

So we’ve finished our introduction… that was point 1, see that wasn’t so bad.

Point 2 is this…. we see Paul 
2. THANK GOD FOR THE GOSPEL MESSAGE. 

There is so much to say here. But notice that Paul says “we always thank God… when 
we pray for you.” When Paul thinks of this church, thanksgiving is the first thing that 
comes to mind. And he thanks God for this church. 

Now look what he is thanking God for…. “since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, 
and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven.” 

These are the things that Paul has heard about the church. That’s a pretty good report. I 
wonder what report someone would give of this church, of you as a body? Would it be 
that you are full of faith, love, and hope? 

Paul is ultimately expressing his thanks to God that this church has received the gospel. 
The gospel wuz here. 
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Ok so here’s the real point of today message - what does it look like then “Gospel wuz 
here” is written on the walls of the church? The gospel yields these three things - Faith 
in Christ - Love for the Saints - and Hope for heaven. 

Let’s talk about those things a bit deeper. 

What is faith? Hebrews 11 tells us… “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.”

Ok, so it’s a trust, combined with assurance and conviction. 

Here’s an example to help us  - We are told that Abraham in the Old Testament had faith 
- ok why? Because God told an elderly couple that they would create a nation that they 
couldn’t see at the moment, in a land that they didn’t possess at the moment, and 
through reproductive means that were biologically impossible at the moment. And yet 
Abraham and Sarah got up and moved from their homeland to follow The Lord’s plan. 

Now, were they perfect in their faith? No. The “Hagar and Ishmael” incident are proof 
that they weren’t perfect. They didn’t bat 1000. But over the course of their lives, they 
trusted what God said, would come to pass, and took concrete steps to live by it. And 
God blessed them and used them even though their failures. Because the strength 
wasn’t in themselves, it was in the object of their faith, the Covenant Keeping God. 

This is what made Paul glad - that the Colossian church had faith, specifically in Christ. 

Where is your faith today? Is it in Christ, or is it in something else? Notice that faith must 
have an object. It’s always in something. It has to go somewhere. Here are four quick 
areas where people today might say that they place their faith, instead of Christ. 

1. They have generic faith. It’s actually in nothing but they don’t know that. Have you 
ever heard someone say, “I just believe things are going to work out.” And if you ask 
why then they say, “I just have faith.” That sounds good, but faith in what? Faith requires 
an object. It’s not blind. You can’t have faith in faith itself (it’s not an entity). Faith is only 
as good as the object of the faith. Every time you sit in a chair, you have faith that it will 
hold you up. But your faith is only as founded as the chair’s construction. You can’t have 
faith without connecting it to the object of the faith and its abilities. 
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2. They have faith in the universe. I hear this more and more today. You can tell it’s 
making the rounds in all the cool kid’s circles. “I think the universe wants me to do this 
or that.” I’ve heard people say “I have faith, in the universe.” Well again it sounds 
spiritual, but what does that mean? The universe is an inanimate object. It’s a collection 
of space and matter extending as far as we can measure.

But unless you’re saying the universe is thinking and feeling and directing the activities 
in it like a sovereign God - then you can’t have faith in an inanimate object because it 
doesn’t do anything. You may have an object of your faith, but no ability for the abject to 
act or affect change. 

3. They have faith in karma. You may not know, but what I call “soft-buddhism” has 
made quite a resurgence in the western elite mind. Karma is the belief that good things 
happen more to good people, and bad things happen more to bad people. And people 
say they have faith in karma to accomplish these outcomes. But who is monitoring your 
every move to dole out this karma, and how would we know what this unnamed judge 
deems to be good or bad? How would we know its standards of right and wrong? By 
what means does it affect change in our lives? Thus with karma you have an object of 
your faith, but with no way to know what it is, how it works, or the unknown mind of 
“karma."

4. They have faith in themselves. I at least can wrap my mind around this one, maybe 
because it’s so steeped in the American psyche. But we hear this often today - “The 
only thing I can count on is myself. I can at least control my own life and my own 
decisions, and I trust myself to make things happen for myself.” Again this sounds very 
good to our western ears. You have an object of your faith (yourself), a living thinking 
person, and you know your own standards and abilities. At least that’s better than 
karma. This is why many people put their faith in themselves. But there is a problem 
with this as well. 

First of all, you assume that you’re a consistent person with a consistent worldview and 
that you act the same in all situations - but that’s not true - your emotions can be 
manipulated. Second, to believe that faith in yourself is the best way requires that you 
believe that the world is fair, and it is not. Faith in yourself assumes that “If I do this, this 
will happen. If I perform my best, I know that I can achieve the outcome I want.” But 
because life is not fair, good people fail and the wicked prosper. Hard-working 
entrepreneurs close shop while the lazy receive handouts. The hard working are taken 
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advantage of while the one with connections to the boss gets promoted - we can say 
that even faith in yourself is a shaky option because you can’t control the world. 

Paul wasn’t excited to hear that the Colossian church had faith in themselves, or karma, 
or the universe, or in nothing. He was thankful to God because of their superior faith in 
Jesus. 

Faith in Jesus gives you a foundation. You have an object of your faith, grounded in 
actual historical works that He did on the cross and in the resurrection. He is a creative 
force with ability to make changes in the world as an all powerful God. We know His 
standards of right and wrong, and what He deems as good. And most of all, we know 
that He, in his personality, is righteous and good, and always does what is right. 

I’m not to the invitation yet, but I want to invite anyone listening today - if your faith is not 
in Jesus - I’m challenging you to put it there today. Change your allegiance from karma 
and self to the real deal - and you know He’s the real deal in your heart. 

This was a church known for their faith in Christ. Before we move on, I want to offer one 
caution to this church. Be careful that you do not claim a faith in Jesus Christ just to 
soothe your doctrinal itch or because some belief statement tells you to; all the while 
practically living as if Jesus does not exist. 

This is not lip service. Faith in Christ should bleed into every area of this church. It’s not 
just for your salvation. 

We should be people of faith in the way that we worship - do you show up expecting 
God to do something and trusting Him to show you something in the Word? Do you sing 
like you believe the words? 

We should be people of faith in the way that we operate - believing that God put this 
church here in this location for these people around us and He has given us a mission 
to engage. Believing that God can grow us and stretch us and do great things through 
us beyond what we think can happen.

We should be people of faith in the way that we are generous with our money. Believing 
that what we give away, God will return to us in blessings. And that He owns everything 
anyway. 
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We should be people of faith in the way that we invest in our young people, believing 
that they will one day lead this church. Letting young people lead signals that we have 
faith that this church will be thriving one generation from now. 
We should be people of faith in the way that we pray with power and expectation, 
believing that prayer moves the hand of God to act in His perfect will, and can change 
the world in ways that might not have happened if we didn’t pray 

Let’s be a church known for our faith in Jesus Christ because the gospel was here. And 
it is here. 

It’s not just faith - also in verse 4, Paul goes on to thank God that the Colossian church 
had love for one another. 

I spoke in depth about this two weeks ago in the message on unity, so I will not belabor 
this idea. But it must be noted that because the gospel had saturated this church - the 
people of the church loved one another. 

It boggles the mind to think that churches, which gather and exist on the basis of grace, 
whose God is love, and whose message is forgiveness could not experience love 
toward one another. But when egos and pride and power struggles enter into the 
picture, the flesh takes over. 

But Paul is saying that love for one another is just a function of believing the gospel. If 
you believe the gospel, then you will have love for each other. 

I think it’s important to also note that Paul mentions love for “all the saints.” It’s easy to 
have your little friend group in the church, it’s easy to have your little pocket of people - 
and love them. Of course you can love them, they are your people. But Paul doesn’t 
congratulate them for loving their little circle. He says that you should have love for “all 
the saints.” 

That means that the old love the young. The rich love the poor. The long time Christians 
love the new Christians. The Sunday morning people love the Sunday night people. The 
committees love other committees. The Sunday School classes love other people in 
other classes. You can’t just love your 10 favorite people. It’s ok to have friends that are 
closer than others - but I think we need to be mindful that the command to love one 
another extends to “all the saints” in the body. 
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When the gospel is here - there is faith in Christ - there is love for the saints …. and V5 
says that there is “hope laid up for you in heaven.”

At this point you’re saying, “I’ve heard this in another verse of the Bible.” That’s right, the 
more famous passage is 1 Corinthians 13, where Paul mentions faith, hope and love. 
But in this passage to the Colossians, he mentions faith, love, and hope. All three come 
from the gospel being present. 

The bottom line here is that if there is a gospel witness in the church, then there is hope 
flowing through the people. The moment that the gospel ceases to be preached and 
taught and lived - that becomes a hopeless church - clinging to dead religion and 
waiting for sweet death to come. This is because the gospel is the only hope available 
that lasts in eternity. This sounds blunt but it’s true - without the gospel, you have no 
hope. Without the gospel, I have no hope. The gospel is the lifeline from God to save 
sinners and to give a hope for eternity. 

Without hope in heaven, our entire outlook is limited to the flash in the pan that is our 
lives. With the gospel, there is hope. There is a bright future even if the present is dark. 

But church, as soon as the gospel is removed, hope is gone. Hope and Jesus cannot be 
separated. Our world wants hope without the gospel, but you can’t have it. Even some 
churches want a hopeful, inspiring message (without the gospel) - but without the good 
news it’s a message of death and decay. You can’t have hope without the gospel. Why?

You are a sinner and you can’t stop/won’t stop. And even if you could, you’ve got to deal 
with the sins of your past. God does not just look the other way. And Romans 6:23 tells 
me that the wages of sin is death. Do you know what death is to the person apart from 
Christ? It is the extinguishing of hope. 

Some of you may have gotten a small taste of hopelessness in life. A moment when you 
realized that there was no way to win and no way out and you just had to wait on the 
clock to run out. It’s that feeling in a sports game where you know you can’t come back 
to win and you just have to play until the buzzer sounds. It’s that moment when you got 
so behind in debt and bills that you realized there is no possible way to get out. Or 
maybe your business has been losing money and you tried and tried to turn a profit and 
you just realized it’s not going to happen. Or maybe there was a dating relationship that 
you were in, and you knew that it wasn’t going anywhere, and you didn’t want to be in it 
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anymore, but you still spent time together all the while knowing it was just a matter of 
time before it ended. Without a win on the horizon, life becomes very hopeless.

To live without hope is draining. Just a little bit of hope can give you everything. But 
these examples pale in comparison to the great issue of hope. The question that haunts 
people whether they admit it or not is “what will happen to me when I die? Surely there’s 
something beyond rotting in the ground. Surely this all meant something. Surely I just 
won’t stop existing when I breathe my last.” 

Do you know what that is? That’s a cry for hope from someone that sees the clock on 
the scoreboard winding down and is smart enough to know what it means. 

If that’s you, I want you to listen to me - 

The Bible says that we have a hope that is an anchor for the weary soul calling out to 
you - come to me and I will give you rest. Jesus stands with open arms today extending 
to you this hope….

“I have gone to the cross and taken your sin there because I loved you. I have gone to 
the grave and walked out alive to prove it. I am returning one day soon to fix this world 
and to make all things new. And if you will follow after Me, if you will believe in Me alone 
and trust me with your life - though your sins are like scarlet now - I will make you whiter 
than snow.” 

The gospel yields faith in Christ. The gospel yields love in our hearts. The gospel yields 
hope for the presence of Jesus to come. 

I’m going to run out of time for our 3rd point but I don’t care, we’ll talk about that tonight 
at 6pm if you wan to. Listen to me now. 

Consider these three results of the gospel… faith in Christ, love for one another, and 
hope in heaven. If you are a believer, think of the one that is most lacking in your life, 
and ask God today to help cultivate that in you. 


Most importantly, If you sense God confirming in your heart today that you do not have 
faith, love, and hope  - I would ask you to go to Jesus in prayer and commit to follow 
Him today. Believe in Him and trust Him by faith because of what He has done on your 
behalf. 
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If you want to pray and trust Christ, you can do that today, either in your seat, or with 
me at the front in a moment, or indicate that on a connection card and we can talk later 
this week. 


If the gospel truly was here today - we can’t leave the same. I’m praying that God will 
cultivate faith, hope, and love in your hearts as He builds His church for His glory. 


(pray) 
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