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Text: Acts 4:13-22


Good morning, thank you for being here on this October day. I trust that you come 
ready to hear a word from The Lord. I do want to remind you that today is a 
Communion day, so if you sense that I am wrapping up my message a bit earlier than 
usual - I didn’t just run out of material. I want to make sure that we can enjoy 
communion together without feeling rushed. 


And so we continue in the book of Acts - still in this extended story that began in 
chapter 3 with the healing of a crippled man by Peter and John, causing a stir in the 
temple. Last week, the religions Jewish rulers had arrested Peter and John so that they 
could interrogate them. 


As we discussed last week - Peter stood and proclaimed Christ. This entailed the 
death and resurrection of Christ, as well as a call to respond and the insistence that 
Christ alone can save. Now, as the dust settles, you can sense in the text that the ball 
is in the leader’s court. This is where our text begins today - the response of the temple 
leadership to Peter and John’s message. 


I love how Luke starts the very next sentence following Peter’s sermon - Acts 4:13 - 
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John…” The boldness. Perhaps you 
remember the message from last week. It was indeed a bold message. Christ is the 
cornerstone rejected by the builders. There is salvation in no one else. And we are 
going to see in a moment that the Jewish leaders were first and foremost shocked and 
taken aback at the boldness of the proclamation. 


You see, there’s a reason that I included the modifier “boldly” in our mission statement 
- We boldly proclaim Christ. It’s not because I’m a fan of adverbs, or a fan of Star Trek. 
It’s because I’m a fan of the book of Acts. The proclamation of Christ in the book of 
Acts is accompanied by boldness. I would argue that the gospel is best transmitted 
boldly. 


There are some messages that do not need boldness to be effective. For example, you 
don’t need to boldly proclaim a lullaby to your kids before bed. You don’t need to 
boldly proclaim the instructions on the manual to your lawnmower, or the ingredients 
on a box of cereal. 
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But the gospel is something to be heralded. It is something to be proclaimed with 
authority and persuasiveness. It is not something about which to be ambivalent. 


Let’s say you don’t want to be bold…..If I gave you the antonyms for the word “bold,” 
they would be afraid, cautious, timid, cowardly, fearful. Is that how we are to effectively 
share the gospel message with a dying world? Would that somehow help the message 
to be better understood, or would it muddy the waters? I think, certainly, it would be 
confusing to the listeners in our lives if we presented the most important, life changing 
message in the universe any way other than with boldness. 


But boldness is not something you can conjure from a vacuum. I may be very bold 
right now on this topic - but I guarantee that if I had to give a presentation on writing 
computer code, or on women’s fashion, or on cross-stitching, I would not be able to 
boldly proclaim that information. I could put on a false bravado, and I could spout lies 
with passion - that that’s not what Christians are called to do with the very message 
that governs our lives. 


Last week we learned what it means to proclaim Christ. This week we learn what it 
means to do so, boldly. Today’s text will show us how to be bold for Christ. Peter and 
John boldly proclaimed Christ in the face of opposition, and it absolutely confounded 
them. I think we live in an era today where we need boldness more than ever. Let’s 
study the source of that boldness now. 


(pray)


If you would open your Bibles to Acts 4:13. We are looking at three causes of Christian 
boldness today. If these three things are true, I believe that there is a causal 
relationship resulting in bold witness for Christ. 

I do want to dip back into last week’s text and mention a point that really could make 
today’s outline - Acts 4:8 tells us that Peter was “filled with the Holy Spirit” as he spoke 
these words. If you want to add a 4th  point to your outline today, I would affirm that 
Spirit filling is a cause of Christian boldness. But I did not include it simply because it 
was in last week’s text. 


Acts 4:13 begins with the Jewish leader’s response - 

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had 
been with Jesus.

2



In case there was any doubt about where Peter and John got all of this boldness - the 
cat was now out of the bag. You can almost see the furrowed brows of these Jewish 
leaders in their big regal robes and their ten-gallon hats - wondering how these 
fishermen are handling the Scriptures and using such high level logic. How was this 
possible? And then it begins to hit them - oh wait - I think these are… yea… these are 
definitely disciples of Jesus. Well great!

It’s almost like memories are flashing back through their mind of Jesus teaching and 
arguing with the leaders and winning, nobody able to withstand the authority or the 
command of Scripture. Jesus regularly embarrassed the Jewish leaders, and now here 
they are again - with two of Jesus’ star pupils - and they realize that Jesus had passed 
the torch. 

And so I want to begin by giving you the first cause, the first key to Christian boldness - 
and that is…

1. PROXIMITY TO CHRIST. 

The construction of Luke’s sentence in Acts 4:13 looks a little bit like a math equation to 
me. We start with boldness as the given, they saw the boldness…. Boldness equals 
uneducated and common + proximity to Jesus. Proximity to Jesus + being uneducated 
= bold witness. You might say, does being uneducated help in being bold? NO that’s not 
what I’m saying. But I am saying that it apparently had no net effect on the outcome. 
The fact that Peter and John had been with Jesus completely negated any lack of 
education they had. 

So you have these ultra-trained, ultra educated, ultra wealthy elites looking down their 
nose at Peter and John - and the Greek words that Luke chose to characterize their 
disdain for Peter and John were agrammatoi and idiotes. They were saying that they 
literally were unlearned idiots. But yet, at the same time they were condescending, they 
were also astonished at the boldness of these “unlearned idiots.” 

Now let me just remind you of the Bible definition of boldness - it’s confidence, plain 
speech, frankness, open clarity of speech or action. It’s when you speak or act in a way 
that makes your intentions clear. Now nothing is in there about being a bully or a bull in 
a china shop or domineering. That’s something different. Being bold simply means that 
you are clear, open, and confident in what you are trying to do. 
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And it became clear to the Jewish leaders that the source of these men’s boldness was 
that they had been with Jesus. 

Now, you may not be able to send time with Jesus in the flesh like the first disciples did, 
but you can spend time with Him in the Spirit, through reading His Words and all the 
Words of Scripture, and through a relationship in prayer. You can meditate on His Words 
and on His teachings. You can connect with Him even through moments like 
Communion, which we are about to observe today. And it is in this proximity to Jesus, 
this regular time in His presence, that you will grow in boldness. 

What’s the connection between closeness to Jesus and boldness? 

First of all you have actual authority. When Jesus was commissioning His disciples in 
Matthew 28:18, He said - “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
How much authority? ALL. If Jesus has all authority, and we base everything we say off 
of His authority, we can be bold in what we say. 

I don’t know a lot of things in this world - but If I’ve passed something I’m about to say 
through the grid of Scripture, through the lens of the Word of God, and it’s something 
that I believe Jesus would nod in hearty approval about - why would I speak with 
hesitation or doubt or fear? Stand on the authority of Jesus, who has all authority. 

Second of all, if you have Jesus, you have The Spirit of God living in you. You have God 
literally on your side. Shouldn’t that encourage us to be bold in the world? We have God 
living in us and those that we would share the gospel with do not. 

Lastly if you spend time with Jesus, you are trained. If you put the four gospels together 
and really study the words of Jesus - all the ways He used the Old Testament, all the 
parables, all the sermons, all the ways He handled opposition, all the ways He showed 
love and compassion to people - you are going to be like Jesus. I know if may not feel 
like it but eventually if you stick to it - you will start to act like Jesus. And Jesus was one 
of the boldest people to ever live. 

So, if you want to be bold for Christ - the first thing you need to do it to get close to Him, 
spend time with Him. The more you neglect Jesus, the more you will exhibit fear in this 
world. Proximity to Christ will embolden you. 

Now, that is just one of the causes for boldness, look at Acts 4:14-16 for the next…
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14 But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in 
opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred 
with one another, 16 saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign 
has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we 
cannot deny it.
The next cause for Christian boldness is …

2. PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 

Do you know what must have made this a really difficult moment for the Jewish 
leadership? They couldn’t talk their way out of this issue, not as long as the man who 
was supposed to be crippled from birth was standing there.

Remember that this entire incident began with a man who, throughout his entire life, 
was paralyzed from the waist down and sat at the temple and begged for money. Jesus 
(through Peter) healed this man and he jumps up and starts telling everybody. And the 
entire time Peter and John are preaching, this man is their personal “amen” section. 

I want to point you to two phrases in the text - v14 tells us “they had nothing to say in 
opposition,” and then in v16 they say “we can’t deny this.” This wasn’t subjective. This 
man’s life had visibly changed. It wasn’t debatable. They couldn’t pull out the Men In 
Black flashlight and erase their memories. 

This man who had personally been changed by Jesus was standing there the whole 
time giving credence to the messages that Peter and John preached. He was 
emboldening them because he had been personally changed. 

One way that we can experience boldness in our world is that we lean on the fact that 
Christ has changed us personally. Too often, Christ is proclaimed as some abstract 
theory - but don’t forget to include that Christ has actually changed your life. 

And I think that this may be one of the reasons that we don’t share Christ more than we 
do - maybe there’s just no change to talk about. There’s no before and after. There’s no 
healed man standing on the side with new legs so that the world says - well we can’t 
argue with that. 

Or is your life exactly like the unbelieving world? Do you talk like them and act like 
them? Do your relationships and marriages and children look like them? Are you just an 
unbeliever that’s caught up in church culture, or have you been personally changed by 
Christ? 

Look at what John wrote in 1 John 1:1-3 as he gave the reason for his ministry…
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
life— 
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2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that which 
we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you

To what is John appealing? His personal experience. I listened to Jesus with my ears. I 
saw Him with my eyes. I touched Him with my hands - and now I am boldly telling you 
about it because my life has personally been changed.

If you haven’t been personally changed, if you don’t believe in your own message - 
don’t expect anyone else to care. But no one can take away that which you have 
experienced. 

Some of you have incredible stories that you shouldn’t be afraid to share. There are 
people whose marriages have been hanging on by a thread, and through the power of 
Jesus saw restoration and reconciliation happen. That should embolden you when you 
proclaim Christ because you’ve experienced His power. 

Some of you have battled with real addictions in your life and thought that it would be 
something that haunted you every day until you died, but through the power of Jesus 
you were freed from those addictions. That should embolden you when you proclaim 
Christ because you’ve experienced His power. 

Some of you were once atheistic, agnostic, or extremely apathetic to spiritual things - 
but now you are hungry for the Word and looking to get involved and serve Jesus. That 
should embolden you because you’ve experienced a changed life. 

Some of you know what it’s like to feel your life teetering on the edge of 
meaninglessness; like you’ve wasted your entire life. But as soon as you discovered the 
gospel of Jesus Christ you had a purpose and joy. That should embolden you because 
you’ve experienced a changed life. 

You see, if there’s been a life change, it’s going to make you bold. Christianity isn’t just a 
belief system to you, you’ve lived it. It’s the only reason you’re not a complete mess. It’s 
the only reason you have meaning and purpose. Proclaiming Christ from a place of 
personal life change will be bold. You aren’t going to be cowardly about something that 
has actually happened to you and has actually changed your life. 

So, boldness for Christ comes from proximity to Christ, it comes from personal 
experience, and lastly…
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3. PERSPECTIVE OF FEAR. 

Having a proper perspective of fear will cause you to be bold. Let me show you what I 
mean. Look at Acts 4:17-22

17 But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to 
speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18 So they called them and charged them not to 
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, 
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must 
judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21 And when they 
had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because 
of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man on whom 
this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old. 

And so this Jewish council does what everyone does when they can’t win an argument 
on merit or persuasiveness - they go to suppression and persecution. 

If you are the Jewish leaders, you have a few problems here. You’ve got a Messiah 
movement spreading, you’ve got miracles happening that you can’t ignore, and you are 
losing more people to this movement every day. You can’t win through debate, because 
there are eyewitnesses and miracles. And so you must do what every unbeliever who 
has ever lived does - what Romans 1 says that everyone who denies God does - you 
suppress the truth. 

You don’t deal with the claims. You don’t explore the merits of the claims. You suppress 
the truth, meaning that you plug your ears and shout “lalala I can’t hear you,” and you 
declare that what is obvious is not true, and any thoughts you have that are contrary - 
you just shove it back down inside and force yourself to forget you ever thought about it 
and deny deny deny. 

That’s what the Jews are doing here, and they ask Peter and John to participate in it. 
“Hey guys, you are going to go out there and stop talking about Jesus effective 
immediately, or else.” V17 says that they warned them. The Greek word really means 
“threatened,” so it’s a bit stronger than warned. We know from the stoning of Stephen a 
few chapters later in Acts that this is not an idle threat. 

And yet Peter and John respond brilliantly. They appeal to God. Who has the higher 
authority? God? Or you? If you are both telling me different things to to, what am I 
supposed to do? 

7



Basically what I can boil this down to is a simple statement - “We fear God more than 
we fear man.” That’s what I mean by a proper perspective on fear. There are a lot of 
practical implications in your life that will be affected by the way you answer the 
question - “Who do you fear more, God or man?” 

People pleasers and politically correct vanilla wafers that crave the approval of the 
world will make terrible Christians. If you hold the values of popular culture in higher 
esteem than you hold the Word of God - you don’t fear God - you fear man. Whose 
approval do you crave most?

Before social media, we knew that we desired the approval of others, but now it’s 
measurably quantified in the amount of followers and friends you have, and the number 
of likes you earn. We live for approval. We live for the culture to pat us on the back and 
affirm us. We want to be Christians, but the cool kind of Christians that get to go on the 
Ellen show and apologize for the church and ignore that God has an opinion on sin. 

But we are told in the Scriptures that we are to value God’s opinions more highly than 
those of the world in the way that we order our lives. Proverbs 29:25 says “The fear of 
man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is safe.”

Romans 1:16 says I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes

The issue of fear isn’t really about being scared or not - it’s about obedience. Because if 
there’s one thing that we know - it’s that you obey what you fear. If you fear man, you 
will obey man and never cross Him. If you fear God, you will obey God and never cross 
Him. 

This is the issue with boldness. It’s a very fickle thing. You can go from bold to afraid in 
one moment if you don’t get the reaction you were hoping for. Let’s say I have a 
message that I have prepared and that I think that God has given to me from The Word 
- and then I stand up and I don’t get the reaction I was hoping for. Whether or not I fear 
God or man more will have everything to do with how I feel. If I fear man more, I will 
present my message differently next time because it’s ultimately about the reaction I get 
from the crowd. If I fear God more, I will evaluate whether I was biblically faithful and 
God was pleased - and that will be enough. 
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This is how it goes in your life as you engage friends with the gospel and proclaim 
Christ. If you fear man, you will never be bold. But, like Peter and John, if you fear God, 
then your path is clear. We can’t help but speak boldly about the name of Jesus. 

Church, our mission is not just to proclaim Christ, but to boldly proclaim Christ. I hope 
that you see that boldness comes from proximity to Jesus, from a personal experience 
with God, and a proper perspective of fear. 

You are going to feel the urge all through your life to feel ashamed or timid about your 
faith and about the God that saved your soul. But our challenge is to resist that 
temptation to feel afraid, for God did not give us a spirit of fear. Our challenge is to 
boldly proclaim Christ and His gospel, and to trust in the power of the Word. The gospel 
is best transmitted boldly.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ - for it is the power of God for 
salvation. Be bold church. 

(pray)
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